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Instead of quibbling over who 
owes what, try a bill splitting 
app, suggests Ros Page

Even 
money

W ith the growing popularity  
of tap-and-go payments using 
debit and credit cards, cash is 

losing its crown as the king of payment. 
But card payments get a bit trickier when 
it comes to group expenses such as 
restaurant bills, share-house costs and 
group travel bookings. It’s not always easy 
to work out who owes what, and then 
whichever poor sod covers the group 
expense usually has the added burden  
of having to collect money from others. 

A new breed of bill-splitting apps aims 
to make paying friends or housemates 
easy by sharing and tracking group 
expenses, and in some cases allowing 
payments from person to person. So how 
do they work and are there any pitfalls?

Why split bills?
If you’re regularly making transactions 
that involve several people, it may be 
easier to let an app do all the hard work. 
It saves giving your bank details to 
people, and payments can come in  
from multiple people through the app. 

What bills might need splitting?  
Here are a few suggestions:
●	 Restaurant bills
●	 Share-house bills
●	 Group travel bookings
●	 IOUs
●	 Group presents
●	 Bulk shopping

Free
Splitr (Android, iOS)
splitr-app.com

Splitr lets you pay a friend  
or split a bill. To split a bill, 
take a photo of it and select  

the items to split. Then add people from 
your contacts (or manually input their 
mobile number), decide if it’s an even  
split and add your bank account details  
for payments. The app then notifies the 
others how much they need to pay you.  
If you’re OK registering your bank  
details, this app handles everything.
Verdict: All-in-one bill splitting  
and payment app.  
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Splitwise (Android, iOS), splitwise.com

Splitwise lets you split bills between housemates or a 
travel group. You can add people from your contacts 
or manually with a mobile number or email address. 

Then it’s a matter of adding bills, nominating those who owe a 
share and deciding on the split. Unlike Splitr, this app doesn’t 
have a payment facility, it’s just a way of keeping track of who 
owes what. It may appeal to those who don’t want to share their 
financial details with a third-party app.
Verdict: Logs shared expenses, but you still need to figure out 
how to receive or pay what you owe.

Plates (iOS)  
plates.splitwise.com

Plates is the restaurant bill 
splitting app from Splitwise. 
It’s designed to split dinner 

bills for up to 10 people and can even split 
by individual dishes or shared items. Owed 
amounts can be sent via text or email and 
the app integrates with Splitwise so that 
anyone who receives a bill through Plates 
can save their share as an IOU to Splitwise.
Verdict: Simple app that does what  
it says, but may be doubling up by 
encouraging users to link with Splitwise.

Pay With Groupee 
(Android, iOS)
paywithgroupee.com

Pay With 
Groupee is 
a restaurant 

bill payment and splitting 
app. To divvy up a bill for 
up to 20 people, someone 
with the app takes on the 
job of ‘host’, sets up the 
bill and invites others to 
join on their phones by 
entering the code from 
the host’s screen. The app 
also lets you pay your bill 
to the restaurant and the 
wait staff must enter a 
merchant PIN to approve 
the payment. You need 
to register a credit card to 
pay your restaurant bills 
and receive payments 
from others who are 
sharing your bill, and bills can only be split evenly.
Verdict: Use this two-in-one app to pay bills and send  
or receive payments from others in the group. 

Easyshare (Android, iOS), geteasyshare.com

Easyshare aims to do for share-house expenses what 
other apps have done for splitting restaurant bills. You 
register, create a house group by adding the location, 

and add housemates by email or phone number. Then you add 
details such as how 
much rent needs  
to be paid and who to. 
Once you enter your 
payment method the 
app will take care of the 
payments. Bank transfer 
payments are free, but 
credit card surcharges 
apply. The app can also 
be used to pay bills and 
create IOUs between 
housemates.
Verdict: All-in-one app 
may save household 
arguments and keep 
slack housemates from 
dragging their heels on 
paying bills and rent.
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Are they safe?
Every new platform or 
service which offers a new 
convenience also brings with it 
a new way of being scammed. When  
it comes to using bill splitting apps, the 
advice is familiar – use common sense, 
have good security measures in place and, 
if in doubt, check before interacting with 
strangers, sending money to someone 
or sharing financial information. There 
have been numerous reports of Venmo, 
one of the most commonly used apps in 
the US (it’s owned by PayPal), being used 
by scammers. Users received money for 
things they sold, everything from tickets to 
cars, and found the transactions were later 
reversed, leaving them without the money 
and without the item they’d ‘sold’.

It’s reasonable to question the security 
of apps that store your banking details. 
Splitr encrypts the information and says 
it’s stored on certified secure payment 
servers. Pay With Groupee uses bank-level 
data encryption to protect and secure 
your financial data and doesn’t store card 
details in the Groupee app. It also monitors 
all transactions for potential fraudulent 
transactions. Easyshare uses the NAB 
payment system to process payments 
through the app, although the details are 
stored securely externally by its partner 
PCI-compliant bank and all data in transit 
is encrypted.

Tips to avoid scams 
●	 Use a complex, unique password.
●	 Only transfer funds to and from  

people you know.
●	 Don’t use payment apps on public  

Wi-Fi, or if unavoidable, use a VPN.
●	 Turn on notifications for all account 

activity, if available.
●	 Don’t connect apps to social media 

accounts if possible.
●	 Ensure your login email address has  

a strong, unique password to protect 
against identity fraud.

●	 Use two-factor authentication,  
if available.

●	 Beware terms and conditions of the app, 
such as restrictions on paying strangers, 
that could result in accounts being 
frozen or transactions being voided.

Need help with more than the bills?
OurHome (Android, iOS, web platform)
ourhomeapp.com

Logging and paying bills is 
just the start of managing 
a busy household. If you’re 

feeling a little overwhelmed by the 
chaos, family sharing app OurHome 
can help by recording and divvying 
up domestic chores. If you find 
yourself having disagreements with 
housemates or partners about who 
spends the most time on housework, 
this app could help provide a clearer 
picture of who’s really doing what. 

To begin, you add people to your 
family and give them tasks such as 
clearing the table, shopping, cleaning, 
music practice or exercise. You can also 
assign jobs to people on set days and 
times, and track achievements with 
points earned for tasks completed.  
The app can also help create a grocery 
list, so whoever gets that job won’t 
forget the milk, soap or toilet paper.
Verdict: Digital housekeeper with 
detailed ability to assign tasks, but  
it’ll need significant set-up and 
management time.  
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